Teacher Resource Guide

The Miraculous, Spectaculous Courtyard Pond

By Damien M Casey

Introduction

Welcome to The Miraculous, Spectaculous Courtyard Pond, a whimsical and
thought-provoking story that captures the magic of friendship, leadership, community,
and moral courage. This teacher’s guide provides thematic discussion points, activities,
and writing prompts to help students engage more deeply with the story and its

characters.

Themes Explored

Leadership and Responsibility: What it means to lead, both wisely and
unwisely. Discuss ramifications for both.

Community and Cooperation: How unity, compassion, and trust shape
societies.

Courage and Integrity: Standing up for what's right—even when it’s hard.
Diversity and Acceptance: Learning to appreciate difference and individuality.

Environmental Awareness: Subtle messages about caring for habitats and
respecting nature.

Friendship: Discuss the role friendship plays in good times and bad. Cite
examples in the book.

Discussion Questions

These questions can be used in small groups, whole-class discussions, or journaling.

1. Character Exploration

How would you describe Governor Frogmore as a leader? What makes him
different from Lord Koi?

What lessons do Sir Filbert Frogmore and Lord Koi learn throughout the story?

Which character do you relate to the most, and why?



Describe Ernie Eagle and Lady Henrietta Howlington-Horton’s character traits?
More importantly, why do you think they have those particular traits?

Why do you think Gilford and Vernon are friends?

Discuss how characters in position of power have certain character traits. What
are they?

Discuss Marty ‘The Don’ Mosquitolini’s character traits and how they affect his
relationship with Coletta.

How would you describe the ravens’ character traits and personalities?

2. Leadership and Power

How does power affect Vernon? How does leadership affect Gilford? Where do
they get their moral compasses from?

Are there parallels between the pond’s society and real-world communities or
governments?

How does power affect Marty ‘The Don’ Mosquitolini ? Discuss why power in the
mafia is bad for a community.

What role does Sir Terrence Testudine have in the story? Discuss the effects that
good or bad governance has on the community.

Put yourself in Governor Frogmore’s shoes. Did he act appropriately at all times.
What decisions would you make differently?

Discuss land rights and territory issues in the pond. Cite relevant parallels in
today’s world.

3. Moral Dilemmas

Were there times when a character had to choose between doing what was easy
and doing what was right?

What would you have done differently in Gilford’s situation?

Discuss Mrs Googlyeyes’ moral agendas. Why did she act the way she did?
What is to be learned from Ernie Eagle’s simplistic views on life?

What is to be learned from Private Antman’s engagement in war?

What is to be learned from Buster’s bullying behavior?



Discuss the lives of the ‘Mosquito Mafia’. What fears and repercussions affected
their lives and of their loved ones?

What role do the Wise Council of the Owls play?

Discuss the effects of Ernie’s excessive drinking.

4. Symbolism and Setting

What does the pond represent in the story?

Can the creatures in the pond be seen as symbolic of human roles or behaviors?
What is symbolic about the relections of water in the pond?

What do the butterflies represent?

What does Queen Bea represent?

5. Language and Style

How does the author use language to create humor and charm?
What role does rhyme, rhythm, or wordplay have in the tone of the story?

What prejudices can be ascertained through the different speech of the
characters? Name examples.

Discuss how speech can link identities geographically. Eg. Ernie Eagle is from
‘Straya’.

Classroom Activities

Creative Writing

Write a diary entry from the perspective of one of the characters.

Invent a new pond creature and write a short story about their arrival. Intergrate
into the story.

Write an alternate ending—what happens if the Koi are victorious?

Art Projects

Draw a map of the Courtyard Pond with labeled landmarks and homes.
Create character portraits or "wanted" posters for Vernon.

Make a group mural representing key scenes from the book.



Draw various homes for characters.

Draw natural environments for different characters.

Drama and Role Play

Act out the final reconciliation scene between Buster and Gilford.

Host a pond council debate where students take on roles of different characters.
Improvise a scene showing what happens one year after the story ends.

Act out scenes in parliament including debates.

Cross-Curricular Extensions

English

Vocabulary: Create a glossary of made-up or interesting words used in the story.
Poetry: Rewrite a scene as a poem or ballad.

Compare and contrast: Explore similarities with other fables, such as Animal
Farm or Charlotte’s Web.

Science

Study the real-life counterparts of pond creatures in the story.
Explore ecosystems and the role of balance in nature.

Investigate how pollution affects freshwater habitats. Note the sludge pits in the
story. Discuss enviromental effects and the political ramifications and processes
involved.

Discuss the importance of controlled water quality issues.

Civics/Social Studies

Discuss different forms of government—compare dictatorship vs. democracy
using Lord Koi and Governor Frogmore as examples.

Explore what makes a good citizen in a community, using the pond as a model.



Writing Prompts

“Leadership is not about power—it’s about service.” Do you agree or disagree?
Use examples from the book.

If you were a new creature arriving at the pond, what would your name, role, and
house be?

Describe a time you had to be brave in a situation where it was easier to stay
silent.

Vocabulary List (Sample Words from the Book)

Spectaculous
Amphibious
Council

Exile

Serene

Dissent

Activity Idea: Have students choose 5-10 vocabulary words and write a short story using
all of them. Use ‘Shakespearean’ license.

Assessment Ideas

Character essay: Analyze how one character changes throughout the story.

Theme analysis: Choose a major theme and explain how it is developed through
plot and characters.

Group presentation: Create a multimedia presentation about the pond society
and its laws.

Art + Writing: Design a book cover and write a blurb for a sequel.

Final Summary

Write a final summary of what the book meant to you, what was important and what

lessons you learned.



